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As well as continuing to deliver a wide range of 

services and activities that help to make the 

local area an interesting and vibrant place to 

live, the farm is keen to improve the availability 

of fresh local produce to those who live in and 

near to Lawrence Weston. We have recently 

extended our chicken area and will be 

increasing the size of our laying flock. More 

happy chickens will mean more lovely farm 

fresh eggs for sale in the coming months. We 

are also in the process of seeking funding to 

develop a community orchard and picnic area 

on an unused part of the farm site. Once we 

have fenced the area, we shall use two new 

Gloucester Old Spot pigs to clear the land, the 

pigs will then help us manage the area as well 

as providing us with more delicious pork. Our 

intention to build a Community Café at the 

farm has received a welcome boost following 

the decision by the GHM Group (an 

internationally renowned architectural 

consultancy) to help us develop an initial 

design for the building that we can include in 

funding applications to potential funders. 

All at the farm would like to say a big óthank 

you and goodbyeô to Matt Smail our 

Community Horticulturist who has moved on to 

manage Bath City Farm. We are looking 

forward to developing stronger links between 

the two farms in the future. Ian has taken over 

coordinating the horticultural activities at the 

farm, so its full steam ahead for more fresh 

vegetables and garden produce for sale at the 

farm this summer. We would also like to 

welcome  two new members of staff to the 

team; Tash Snook our Administrative 

Assistant and Georgie Dennis-Guise our 

Assistant Community Farmer who joined us in 

April and will be with us throughout the 

summer.   

Work based Diploma at the farm  

Looking forward to the year ahead  Paul Jayson - Farm Manager  
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The farm has recently teamed up with the City 

of Bristol College to offer farm volunteers the 

opportunity to achieve a Level 2 Diploma in 

Work Based Animal Care and Level 2 Diploma 

in Work Based Horticulture.  These 

qualifications (which replace the old NVQ ) 

focus on all the practical skills volunteers learn 

whilst at the farm. Good luck to our first four 

students completing the diplomas! 
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The Discovering Nature project at the farm 

was awarded funding from the BIG Lottery 

Fund and English Nature in Jan 2010. The 

three year project will focus on opening up an 

area of beautiful woodland on the farm for the 

benefit of visitors, as well as a range of 

discovering nature activities and events for 

visitors and volunteers to get involved in. Work 

began in January with the coppicing of 

overgrown willow trees. Support for dredging 

of the rhyne (drainage ditches) came from 

Wessex Water. During March local volunteers 

worked together with BTCV to mend the 

wooden bridge and put in a woodland path  
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How to volunteer at the farm  

There are a range of volunteer/placement 

opportunities at LWCF. We need help looking 

after the animals, in the gardens and 

woodland, helping with maintenance, running 

activities and events and more!  Volunteers 

gain experience in many aspects of farm work 

and their time and effort is very much 

appreciated at the farm. We offer free places 

on some courses and an opportunity to study 

for an NVQ if appropriate. Please contact Ian 

at the farm for more information.  

which will enable pushchairs, wheelchairs and 

those less stable on foot to enjoy the 

woodland walk.  We are aiming to have the 

woodland walk open for visitors by early 

summer. Discovering Nature Education 

Coordinator, Kerry Rowe, will be working with 

Avon Wildlife Trust and the Forest of Avon to 

deliver a range of activities for local people 

including; identifying and learning about 

wildlife in the area, forest schools activities, 

conservation and woodland skills, discovering 

walks to Lawrence Weston Moor and rural 

crafts.  Please contact Kerry at the farm for 

any further information.  The launch event 

for the woodland is Wed 11th August 2010.  

 Volunteers working in the woodland  

Volunteer spotlight  

Name: Emma 

What is your funniest 

moment? Recently the 

pigs were nibbling my 

knees when I was muck-

ing them out. 

What's your favourite 

thing about being a 

volunteer? Having a 

laugh with my friends on Saturdays . 

Your favourite animal? The lambs because 

they are so cute. 


