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  Paul Jayson - Farm Manager 

It only takes a quick stroll around the farm to 

see the fantastic contribution the project 

makes to improving the environment, providing 

information about recycling and creating 

wildlife habitats. But some of the other, equally 

important work the farm undertakes which 

helps to create a more sustainable community, 

is less obvious. By working in partnership with 

other organisations, groups and individuals, 

both locally and further a field, the farm is able 

to make more ógood thingsô happen than if it 

were simply working on its own. However, 

much of this work takes place in the 

background and might not be noticed. So, in 

this edition of our newsletter, we have decided 

to highlight and celebrate the work we do 

with others and thank them for working with 

us to help make healthier communities! 

Summer holiday activities  

Working with others  

Summer activities at the farm start on Wed July 

29th and run for five weeks. See page four or 

our website www.lwfarm.org.uk for more details.   

The Farm Food Day on Wednesday August 

12th will be a real treat, come along and enjoy 

the BBQ with farm sausages and bacon. Free 

activities will give you a chance to learn more 

about the variety of food that is produced on the 

farm.  

We are linking with Freshways Nursery on 

August 20th for a special afternoon aimed at 4 - 

8 yr olds and parents. Come and meet all the 

animals. 

Please remember the farm is closed on 

Mondays but open on Bank Holiday Mondays. 
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Come along for some fun holiday activities  



Lawrence Weston Community Farm recently 

hosted a training day organised by the 

Federation of City Farms and Community 

Gardens for staff and volunteers of other 

projects. We run trips for our volunteers to 

other farms and gardens - and we always 

come back to the farm feeling very inspired 

and also proud of the community farm here in 

Lawrence Weston. 

Sharing experiences  

Your support is invaluable  
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Individuals and businesses in the local 

community get involved in the farm in many 

ways. Over 170 people a year volunteer or 

have a placement here, gaining experience of 

working with animals, people and plants. Our 

Management Committee is also run by 

volunteers from the local community. Local 

businesses are very good at supporting the 

farm including Henbury Fruit & Flowers who 

donate sacks of fruit & veg for animal feeds 

and Able Waste Management  who donate 

skips. Corporate volunteers help us achieve 

some of the larger jobs on the farm like 

renovating the pond,  building compost bays, 

new pig pens and fencing. Rolls Royce, Bank 

of Scotland, BUPA, HBOS, Keir Group, 

Halifax, KPMG, GWR, ITV, AXA Bristol 

Centre, UWE, Michael Page, Bristol 

University and Business in the Community 

have helped us with many projects.  Why 

not support the farm by becoming a 

member,  buying some of our farm produce 

such as meat and plants, helping out as a 

volunteer, or simply coming along and 

enjoying an hour or two of peaceful time 

here.  

 

Pop in to the farm for a chat with Ian to 

find out how to volunteer or have a 

placement at the farm.  
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 Woodstock School  

Pupils at Woodstock School recently raised 

over £300 (with a further £300 donated by 

the school) to sponsor the farmôs chickens for 

a year.  The school, who come to the farm 

weekly to get stuck into helping look after the 

animals, handed over their cheque at a 

chicken ceremony.  Coral  Hitchings, Deputy 

Head said ñBeing involved at the farm gives 

our pupils opportunities they donôt get 

anywhere  else, particularly the opportunity to 

care.ò 

At the ripe old age of 21, Lawrence Weston 

Community Farm is one of the oldest 

community farms in existence. There are over 

120 community farms right across the country 

and we regularly work with other city farms in 

the South West including Bath, St Werburghs 

and Windmill Hill to help and support each 

other.  We share staff expertise, equipment, 

ideas, transport and sometimes animals.  

Chicken ceremony at the farm  

 



The farm has been busy helping other groups 

to set up their own growing areas. Horticultural 

trainer Matt has been helping young people at 

Creative learning at the farm  

Dig it! Plant it! Eat it!  
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Visit the farm on any week day and you will 

see the range of activities schools and 

colleges get involved in. We offer school tours 

for classes to learn about how the animals 

live and what they give us, alternative 

education projects for students to get hands 

on experience of being on a community farm 

and work experience placements. With five 

schools within walking distance and many 

more a short bus ride away, we are ideally 

placed to bring learning alive. The under 5ôs 

get a lot out of visiting the farm and many 

local nurseries and childrenôs centres visit 

regularly.  Learning should be fun and 

creative and both ACTA and the Playrangers 

help make weekends and holidays fun and 

active at the farm. Of course there are plenty 

of opportunities for adults to get involved in 

creative learning on the farm. Avon Autistic 

Foundation recently completed an 

Introduction to Farm Skills funded by the 

Learning Communities Team. We hope to run 

a free Get Making Craft course for adults 

(with a crèche) in the autumn. Please contact 

Kerry if you are interested. Our Open College 

Network Animal Care, Gardening and Bee 

Keeping courses are also running regularly.  

Juicy Blitz to build and plant up a rose, 

lavender and herb bed. He and Dominic are 

also working with residents of a hostel in 

Bristol to build an edible container garden on 

their roof terrace. If you are a local 

organisation and need help getting started with 

a growing project please get in touch.  We will 

be running a day course Cooking with fresh 

produce on Wed 2nd September 10ð3pm 

with lunch, please contact Matt for details. Of 

course you can volunteer in the farmôs gardens 

or allotment any weekday. Donôt forget, the 

farm shop has a good selection of plants and 

vegetables grown on the farm for sale. 


